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STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Workers ' Compensation Conference Committee

The Conference Committee adopted a 
one-time savings of $5.3 billion , and $4.9 million to $5.6 billion in 
Many of the County s key 
physician presumption of correctness , and indexing payments to Medicare. CAG Risk
Management is 
The package is expected to be taken up Thursday or Friday of this week.

Health Care Conference Commitee

The 
an employer mandate bill that is million uninsured.
The bill staggers the effective date for employers to "payor play" with large employers
(200 or more employees) , 2006, medium businesses (50 to 
employees) on January 1 , 2007 , and small employers (20 to 49 employees) contingent
upon enactment of a tax 
There are a series of 
programs, and prevent the 
Committee also passed a companion bill , AB 1528 
commission charged 
improvements and cost containment.
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Recall Election Costs

Our Recorder have 
agreement has been 
John Burton , and Senator Tom Torlakson to fund one-half of the counties ' recall election
costs. A 
reduce State education costs an estimated $40 million by requiring a permanent ERAF
transfer from certain enterprise special districts , primarily, water districts. SB 407 is
double-joined to AB 421 which would amend the sales tax-property tax swap to give
local governments the option of having their annual backfill payments tied to the change
in either sales or property tax collections. AB 

Pursuit of County Position on Legislation

County-opposed, unless amended, AB 
repealed the requirement of 

CalWORKs and Food Stamps , was 
The provision deleting the use of the 
which the County opposed , was , AB 231
would align the method counties use to calculate the value of exempt personal property
in determining Food Stamps eligibility with Federal law and grant counties the flexibility
to exempt a household from face-to-face interview requirements for food 
application and recertification.

In the , where we 
opposed , we
supported the other provisions of AB 231. 
of one vehicle in determining 
consistent with existing policy to "support legislation to exempt the full value of 
vehicle per household , and/or a greater portion of a vehicle s value from the CalWORKs
and Food Stamp 
transportation . The Department of 

provision of the bill even though 
eligibility determination.

In addition , DPSS indicates that the provision in AB 
households qualify for to-face 
recertification, would not create a case 
that the objectionable provision of 

AB 231. 
Therefore, our Sacramento 
passed by the Senate on September 
concurrence with the Senate amendments.
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AB , was amended 
September 8, 2003 to 
(Parra). AB s Law 
January 1 , 2004 to January 1 , 2007. 
compliance with Federal law by authorizing campus police to release printed information
regarding the presence of a 

campus community. Therefore, our Sacramento Advocates will support 

AB 1313 is supported by the State 
State Attorney General's Office (Co-sponsor); Secretary of the State 

Education (Co-sponsor); Board of 

California District Attorney s Association; California Probation , Parole and 
Association; California Sexual Assault Investigators ' Association; and others. There is
no opposition on record. AB 1313 

AB 1362 
disability benefits under Section 4850 of the 
sheriffs , or firefighters with a tax-free , two-year leave of absence without loss of salary,
in lieu of 
one-year tax-free leave of absence. 
agencies to 

tax-qualified , deferred-compensation programs.

Opposition to AB 1362 , as amended on September 8, 2003, is consistent with existing
policy to oppose 
changes without approval of the , and 
version of AB 136 free
two-year leave of absence 
work-related injury. Therefore, our Sacramento Advocates will oppose AB 
This measure is currently awaiting a vote in the Senate.

AB 1587 
September 4 , 2003 would 
retirement benefits changes that 
Meyers-Millias-Brown Act relating to the negotiation of retirement benefits.

CAO Compensation and 
flexibility in setting wages and 
different employee groups. Millias-Brown
would require the 
employee groups. Under , for example, it is 
Board could have implemented 

domestic partners prior to 
unnecessarily diminishes the County s flexibility in this 
Advocates will oppose AB 
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AB 1587 is 
has the support of , County and 
(AFSCME), 
Retirement Employees of 
Department of Finance. 

September 9, 2003 by a vote of 23 to 14.

SB 1043 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal 
bill , was , 2003. 
$900,000 from the Harbors and Watercraft 
Parks and Recreation for allocation to the County as a one-time match for the operation
of Castaic Lake. , with
members representing the Resources 
Recreation , Water Resources , and Boating and Waterways , as well as two 
appointed by the Board of 

The task 
Legislature no later than April 1 , 2004 term financing plans to ensure the

continued 
It is currently on third reading in the Assembly. On June 23, 2003, the Board 
County 
Therefore, our Sacramento Advocates will support SB 

Status of County-Interest Child Welfare Legislation

County-supported AB year bill. 
require the restructuring of the Children s System of Care program to include children
outcome measurements and would 
Budget for the AB 3632 program be used 
health services.

County-supported AB 
emancipated from the foster care 
caring adult, by requiring social 

throughout the dependency process 
relationship with individuals who are important to the child , was amended in the Senate
on September 9 2003.

The 
but the amendments group home.
The amendments also 
services agencies to provide notice of court 
foster 
students in foster care have the opportunity to meet the same academic standards as
other students; 3) AB Terrell R. decision does
not change the standards of liability and immunity for injuries to children in foster care
that existed prior to that decision; and 4) SB 
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, a broader range of 
Senate by a vote of 40 to 0, and 
Senate Amendments.

County-supported AB 
providing care and services to foster children) have the right to fair and equal access to
all available services, placement, care, treatment and benefits , and 
discrimination or , ethnic group
identification , ancestry, national origin , color, religion , sex, sexual orientation , gender
identity, mental or , was signed by the 
September 8, 2003. This measure becomes 2004.

County-supported AB 
foster care have the opportunity to meet the same academic achievement standards as
other students , and are placed in the least 
to the same , was 
Senate on September 8, 2003.

The amendments eliminate the 
decisions of the pupil to be , require that a pupil in

foster care attend programs operated by the local educational agency while granting the
person holding educational rights for the pupil discretion over these matters , and require
that the person holding educational rights for the pupil to first consider placement in the
regular pupil school before a , the 
conform AB 490 with County-supported AB 408 (Steinberg), by requiring the case plan
for foster children to include specified information.

Furthermore , AB 
between the child , and the terms 
conditions needed to facilitate the visits while , to be
provided to the child' s out-of-home caregiver as soon as possible after the court order
is made, including information regarding the 
between the child and siblings. AB 490 is now 
AB 408 (Steinberg), which seeks to ensure that no child be emancipated from the foster
care system 
(Dymally), which provides that the Terrell R. decision does not change the standards of
liability and 
decision; and 3) SB 
information pertaining to their foster 
vote of 27 to 8 
amendments.

County-opposed AB 
applicable to confidential and supervisory employees , was signed by the 
August 9 , 2003.
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County-supported AB which would require the 
woman that is currently drawn to test for blood type and hepatitis B , to be tested also for
the , passed the

Senate on September 9, 2003 by a vote of 40 to 0 , and now proceeds to the Assembly
for concurrence in Senate amendments.

County-opposed SB 18 (Burton), which would create a procedure in the 
Environmental Quality Act for the Native American Heritage Commission to determine if
a proposed , passed the

Assembly Natural Resources Committee by a vote of 7 to 3 on September 9 2003, and
is awaiting Assembly action.

County-opposed SB 125 which would extend 
compensation benefits to , coroners and deputy

coroners, received Senate 
vote of 22 to 15 on September 11 2003. It 

County-supported SB obtained Senate concurrence with Assembly
amendments on September 10 , 2003 , and now 
would declare reduction in the use of 

behavioral restraints in mental health facilities and would 
technical assistance and training programs to achieve this reduction.

County-supported , if amended, SB which would change the way two
members of the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) are selected , making
it possible for one , and one 
appointed to the RWQCB, was signed by the Governor on September 4 , 2003.

County-supported SB 358 obtained Senate concurrence with Assembly
amendments on September 11 , 2003, and now 
would create the 
educational loans , and loan repayment programs for vocational nursing students.

County-opposed, SB 418 which would repeal and replace the 
regarding the process by 
Department of Fish and Game for the , was passed by the
Assembly on September 8 , 2003 , by a , and sent to the Senate 
concurrence.

County-supported SB which would permit school 
instructional materials budget for the , foreign language
health , or any other curricular area, if it has provided each pupil with the legally-required
instructional materials in language arts, reading, math , science, 
science, passed the Senate , 2003, after

concurrence with the Assembly amendments. It now proceeds to the 
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County-supported SB 892 which would require every public and 
school to have restroom , maintained and
cleaned regularly, fully operational , and stocked with soap and paper supplies , passed
the Assembly on September 10 , 2003 by a vote of 48 to 26, and 
Senate for concurrence in Assembly amendments.

County-supported (Scott), which 
acknowledgement and based 
performing arts in all , pre-kindergarten through grade 
inclusive , was , 2003, and chaptered 
Secretary of State on September 5, 2003.

We will continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
MAL:JR:EW:JL:MS:ib

Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Local 660
All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
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